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And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how
great things Jesus had done for him and all nen did narvel
(Mark 5:20).

... go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy
cl eansi ng those things which Mises commanded, for a
testinony unto them But he went out, and began to publish it
much, and to bl aze abroad the matter ... and they cane to
himfromevery quarter (Mark 1:44A45).

The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the
city, and saith to the nen, Cone, see a man, which told ne al
things that ever | did: is not this the Christ (John 4:28A29)?

The refire they that were scattered abroad went every where
preachi ng the word (Acts 8:4).

Evangelismis the spearhead of the church's attack on sin. It is
the secret of every advance nmade in the nane of the Savior
Throughout the history of the church, God has sent gifted people
to assist in the propagation of the Gospel. These preachers pos-
sessed special insight into the Scriptures and an undyi ng passi on
to win men and wonen for Christ. Peter and Paul were the first of
a long line of successors whose chief interest in life was w nning
| ost people. The nmessage delivered on the Day of Pentecost estab-

i shed and strengt hened the church, for thousands of Jews accept-
ed Jesus as the Messiah. The first assenbly was established, and

| ater the apostle told the people in Ephesus that special gifts had
been best owed upon certain fol k. "He gave sone, apostles: and

some, prophets; and sone, evangelists; and sone, pastors and
teachers" (Eph. 4:11). These talents enabled the early church to
extend its mnistry throughout the world. Peter was the evangeli st
at Pentecost, but he was foll owed by Paul whose mi ssionary jour-
neys took himthroughout the Roman Enpire. Every age has had

its brilliant preachers. and Luther, Witfield. Wsley. Finney, and
others of their kind influenced nmultitudes of people. To that |ist
Billy Graham and ot her nodem preachers can now be added. The

worl d has been enriched because of their mnistry.
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It nmust never be forgotten that however wonderful these
preachers were, they did not reveal the true secret of New Testa-
ment evangelism The greatest outpouring of God s bl essing be-
canme evident when the thousands of converts. influenced by
Sinmon Peter. returned to their hones in other lands to explain
what had transfornmed their lives. G eat and fanous speakers are
al ways an asset, but they cannot conpare with the inpact nade
by individuals who tell friends of the risen Christ. Wen each
menber of a church becones an evangelist, that assenbly be-
cones an institution agai nst which even the gates of hell cannot
prevail. Four outstanding occasions nentioned in the Scriptures
invite investigation. They supply an exanpl e which every Chris-
tian should follow

Comni ssioned by Christ... How Suggestive

And when lie was cone into the ship. he that had been

possessed with the devil, prayed himthat he m ght be with

him Howbeit. Jesus suffered himnot. but saith unto him

Go hone to thy friends, and tell them how great things the

Lord hath done for thee, and hath had conpassion on thee.
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And he departed and began to publish in Decapolis how
great things Jesus had done for him and all nen did narvel
(Mark 5:18-20).

The irate hog farners of Gadara had made their choice: they
had asked Jesus to |leave the district. One of the nmen had | ost
two thousand swi ne, and nei ghbors feared a sinmilar |oss. They
had no basic aninosity against the Lord, and woul d have gi ven
Hun a great welcone if He had not interfered with their busi-
ness. The nmen had worked | ong and hard to establish herds of
swi ne, but within mnutes Jesus had destroyed their efforts.
They appreci ated the deliverance of the denoniac, but not even
his transformation could conpensate for their loss. If the Visitor
were allowed to continue, they would be bankrupt! The sooner
He left, the better it would be for all concerned. "And they
began to pray himto depart out of their coasts" (Mark 5:17).

The former denoni ac watched the proceedi ngs and asked if
he could join the conpany. but Jesus replied. "Son. | have a
better idea. | would I ove to take you. but you can be of nore
val ue here. Your neighbors have asked nme to | eave: they believe
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it will cost too nuch if | stay. They will not hear ne. but you
live here. They will listen to your testinobny. Go hone to thy
friends and tell them what happened. Tell them about Me." The
Lord only asked himto tell his friends, but the man quickly
found a nuch larger congregation. "And he departed and began

to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him
and all nmen did marvel" (Mark 5:20).

There is no record that Jesus ever returned to Gadara, hut
since Palestiiie was a snall country, people did not have to trav-
el great distances to hear the Savior. Great crowds cane to Christ,
and perhaps many of those hearers were first inspired by the
testimony of the denoniac. The Savior wanted H s convert to
informothers of his deliverance. He al so depends upon us to tel
ot hers He remai ns unchanged.

Cauti oned by Christ...How Strange

And there cane a leper to him... And Jesus, noved with
conpassion, put forth his hand, and touched him . . . And as
soon as he had spoken. the leprosy departed fromhim and he

was cleansed. And he straitly charged him and forthwith sent

hi m away: And saith unto him See thou say nothing to any

man . . . But he went out, and began to publish it nuch, and to
bl aze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no nore
openly enter into the city, but was w thout in desert places:
and they canme to himfromevery quarter (Mark 1:40A45).

According to the Levitical law, a | eper who believed he had
been cl eansed was required to present hinself before the priest
for an official exam nation. Real |eprosy was incurable, but sonme
of the other skin diseases could be cured. Wen this took place,
official recognition had to be obtained before the | eper was per-
mted to rejoin society. Certain offerings had to be nmade, and it
was for this reason Jesus comranded the nan to "offer for thy
cl eansi ng those things which Mses comanded, for a testino-
ny unto thent (Mark 1:44). Unless the nan did as he was re-
quired, he could be arrested by the authorities. Jesus was carefu
to remnd the man of his duty. In addition, his testinony would
carry the good news to priests who m ght otherw se never hear
it. The cleansing of the | eper was certain to cause great excite-
ment. Thousands of people crowdi ng narrow streets could bring
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danger to individuals and anger the authorities. Therefore, the
Master wi sely commanded the man to remain silent. That the

man di sobeyed brings nixed enotions to our hearts. The leper's
di sobedi ence nmade it necessary for the Lord to retire into the
desert. His enthusiastic testinony hindered other sufferers who
m ght have found it difficult to travel. There are tines when
ent husi asmruns away wth brains! Happy and w se are they who
know when to speak and when to say nothing. Enthusiasmis a
fire within the soul. Wen it is controlled, it supplies warnth,
confort, and energy. Wien it is not, it beconmes one of the npst
destructive forces known to nan.

Captivated by Christ ... How Surprising

The wonan then left her waterpot, and went her way into the
city, and saith to the nen, Cone, see a man which told ne al
things that ever | did: is not this the Christ? (John 4:28A29).

When the Savior was upon earth, women did not enjoy the
privileges known in the nodern world. Samaritan wi ves were
little nore than slaves, and those of ill-repute were avoi ded by
al nost everybody. The worman of Samaria had a terrible reputa-
tion, and every decent citizen detested her conpany. She had been
married five tines and finally consented to Iive with another man
It was not reveal ed what happened to the five husbands. They
either died or decided they woul d be happier apart fromthe wom
an who had an insatiable appetite for mal e conpanions. Either she
was conpelled by law to draw water at nidday or had discovered
it was better to obtain supplies when spiteful people were absent.
She was now causing a disturbance in the streets of Sychar
Even the self-righteous were attracted, for nany people were
present, and there was safety in nunbers! Her voice was | oud,
her excitenment intense. She had net an extraordinary man who
had reveal ed cl osely guarded secrets. How could He do this if
He were not the Messiah? She said, "Come, see a man which
told me all things that ever | did. Is not this the Christ'?" Her
forthright testinony, glowi ng face, and evident sincerity aroused
the curiosity of the listeners. They went to see the strange Man
and | ater confessed: "Now we believe, not because of thy say-
ing: for we have heard hi mourselves, and know that this is
i ndeed the Christ, the Savior of the world" (John 4:42).
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That woman becane the first femal e evangelist. Her testinony
hel ped to convince an entire comunity that Jesus was the Mes-
siah. Every Christian knows the story of Christ's visit to the wel
at Sychar, but many fail to ermul ate the exanple set by the wonman
whom He net there. Her shanmeful past was forgotten, and obliv-
ious to the fact that sonme of her neighbors would criticize her
actions, she was conpelled to tell others about the Savior. Her
testinony influenced the community, but that was not her primary
concern. The way God used her testinony was anazi ng. The
guestion m ght be asked. "Wat would be acconplished if He had
the assistance of a thousand others of her type' ?" I|nnunerable
church nenbers sel dom speak about the Lord in the market-
pl ace, the office, or even anbong friends. It is easy to sing: "I've
a story to tell to the nations," but it is just as necessary to deliver
the sane nessage to the people we neet every day.

Captivated by Christ ... How Superb
As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into
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every house, and haling men and wonen conmitted themto
prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad, went every-
where preaching the word (Acts 8:3A4).

It should be easier for Christians to speak of Christ's power
save than to converse about politics, the weather, or sporting
events. Certain people respect and honor vows of silence, but
that shoul d never apply to anyone whose heart yearns to tell the
message of Christ. Every believer in the Savior is conm ssioned
to become a witness, and that duty is clearly defined. Wen
fierce persecution nade it inpossible to remain in one place, the
early Christians sought shelter in other cities. Wen they were
driven even further, they continued to speak of the Lord, and
everywhere churches were forned, people saved, and the king-
dom of God extended.

You Are M/ G andf at her!

He was one of the few who ever succeeded in startling ne!
He had rushed up a |l ong staircase, taking the steps two or three
at atinme. Hs round face glowed attractively, and his eyes danced
with nerrinment. He shot out a band and asked. "Aren't you Ivor

Powel I ' ?" Rather warily | informed himthat his deductions were
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correct. | was at his service, What could | do for hinP H s face
i mredi ately crinkled, and his eyes becanme even nore m schi e-
vous as he half shouted, "I'mglad to neet you. You are ny
grandfat her." He shook nmy hand as if it had been a punp han-

dle, and, while the up-and-down notions continued, | steadily
eazed into his eyes and wondered how | ong he had been ill! He

enjoyed nmy bewi ldernent. "Yes, it's true. You are ny grandfa-
ther. Pleased to neet you, sir!"™ By this tine | was capabl e of
expecting anything. If this were one of ny grandchildren, he
woul d surely explain the nmiracle, since I had no children! And
havi ng overcome that obstacle, he would undoubtedly tell me of
his financial difficulties and ask his benevolent relative to have
pity on the rising generation! |I therefore waited for the worst.
H's words were |like a torrent suddenly released froma dam
Sparkling, scintillating, entrancing, they tunbled over red walls
and refreshed ny waiting soul. "M. Powell, do you renenber a
fish and chip shop in Honiton, Devonshire'? Do you renenber

going into the back of the place to |l ead the assistant to Christ?
Wll, sir, he won nme for the Savior. He's ny father in the faith.
See? And you led himto Christ, so you nust be ny grandfather
Gdad to neet you. Sorry | can't stop. God bless you." He turned
and fled down the stairway as if he were being chased by a

t housand Philistines.

A fish and chip shop in Honiton, Devonshire! Yes, | remem
bered it quite well. The Pilgrim Preachers toured Devonshire in
the sunmer of 1931, and at that tinme | was the junior nenber of
the party. Twelve nonths earlier M. Ernest Luff had invited ne
to join "his boys," and thus had conmenced one of the nost
delightful phases of nmy life. W did not have nmany friends in
Honi t on, but soneone gave us the use of a schoolroomin which
to sleep. W had to supply our own food, and thus after every
evening service | went in search of that national asset for the
hungry A the fish and chip shop

There were several people waiting for the fresh cooking french

fries, so | took nmy place in the line. The proprietor was a happy

type of fellow He talked incessantly to his custoners, and they

seened to like him An unm stakabl e shine was upon his face,

and in true layman fashion | debated the cause of the gl ow.

Hom letically there were three possibilitiesAchip-fat, hair-oil
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or radi ance emanating fromw thin. O course, ny thoughts were
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stupid, but at least they helped to pass the tine, for those chips
were a long tinme cooking. Then quite suddenly a whisper sug-
gested that | should seek the cause of the man's shining face. |
was truly staggered. for such actions would savor of |unacy. |

di smissed the idea as outrageous. But the whisper would not be
silenced. When he | ooked inquiringly at me. | gave himny

order, and then added, "I like the shine on your face. You | ook
like a happy Christian!™ Inmediately he turned around, and the
glowintensified. "I ama Christian, and |'mvery happy. thank
God. Are you a Christian?" | assured himthat such was the case.
Then he asked where | bel onged, and what | was doing. Wen |
supplied the necessary infornmation, he answered. "Young man
I"'mglad you canme in tonight. My assistant, who is cutting chips.
is concerned about his soul, and |I'munable to help him Perhaps
God sent you to lead himto Christ. WII you try?" He told his
assistant that | wished to speak with him and there in the back
roomof the premises | led the boy to the Savior. Later, when
wanted to pay for my supper, the boss grinned and said sone-

t hi ng about the |aborer being worthy of his hire. That was the
only occasion in nmy |ife when the reward for preaching was

given in fish and french fries! | have never nmet those fellows
since that night, but the "grandchil d" appearing at the top of the
London staircase nore than confirmed the fact that the babe in
Christ has grown to nanhood. 2

1. Ivor Powell, Mark's Superb Gospel (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publi -
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